
 

April 23, 2020 

 

The Honorable Sonny Perdue  

U.S. Department of Agriculture  

1400 Independence Avenue Southwest  

Suite 200A Washington, DC 20250  

 

Dear Mr. Secretary:  

 

At a time when agricultural producers are facing extraordinary uncertainty and market 

disruptions due to COVID-19, some of our Colorado producers are facing additional significant 

losses due to a late hard freeze occurring on April 13, 2020.  

 

Colorado’s Western Slope produces pears, apples, apricots, cherries, grapes, and peaches among 

other agriculture products. The hard freeze caused the loss of buds that will result in a significant 

reduction in fruit harvest this season. The peach industry on Colorado’s Western Slope produces 

17,000 tons of fruit and brings in nearly $40 million dollars annually that our rural counties 

greatly need. With warmer winters occurring more regularly buds break dormancy and produce 

foliage earlier in the spring making them especially susceptible to hard freezes. When peach 

trees exhibit their first bloom, a 90% kill rate occurs at 21 degrees Fahrenheit. The duration of a 

freeze is crucial in determining the impact. Temperatures on Colorado’s western slope hit a low 

of 19 degrees and sustained these low temperatures for many hours potentially decimating all but 

5% of this year's peach crop.  

 

As Governor, I am requesting a USDA Secretarial Disaster Declaration for Colorado’s Western 

Slope counties impacted by the freeze event. A disaster declaration is necessary to access critical 

programs and assistance needed by our producers. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please let me know if my administration can be 

of assistance in processing this request. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Jared Polis     Kate Greenberg 

Governor      Commissioner 

Colorado Department of Agriculture 

 

 


